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of the Continental Divide, rejoining the train at the eastern end of the tunnel.
In crossing the desert areas of northeastern Arizona, a half day stop was made at Adamana in order that wagons might convey the party to the petrified forest lying a few miles to the south. The custodians of the forest were not required to have both eyes open on this occasion, and the geographers were permitted to help themselves somewhat freely from these most ancient wood piles of the Southwest. In the afternoon a wagon trip was made to Meteor C/rater, and supper was served upon its rim by the host of the occasion. Meteor Crater or Coon Butte—visited by inquirers of whatever tongue—this innocent feature of Arizona is prolific of contrary opinions, and the visit of the Transcontinental Excursion afforded no relief.
Physiographic examples of the major kind were found not alone among the plateaus and mountains west of the Mississippi River. One of the best days of the excursion was spent in crossing the southern Appalachians. Morning found the party ascending the western slope along the deep and winding valley of the French Broad. Midday was spent at Asheville, where one of the local summits was reached by automobile and lunch was enjoyed in the presence of the wilderness of peaks and the endless forests that characterize the mountains of North Carolina. Before nightfall the Blue Ridge was passed and the train was heading northward along the Piedmont.
The excursion gave an ideal opportunity for non-instrumental study of climate and of weather successions. Several members of the "Weather Bureau were present during longer or shorter periods, or met the party at various points. Professor Ward of Harvard University was present throughout, and presented in the Monthly Weather Review for December, 1912, "Two Climatic Cross Sections of the United States,"l a paper packed with interesting observations on the relation of the atmosphere to human life and industry. The typical cyclonic and anticyclonic areas of the Great Lakes belt, the increasing aridity going westward, "typical mountain and plateau weather" in the Tellowstone National Park, the damp and warm air and the skies of the Pacific Coast—cloudless for us: such were
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